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PRESS RELEASE 

International Attractiveness: 

Paris posed to become the leading destination in post-Brexit Europe 

 

In March the Greater Paris Investment Agency and KPMG revealed that international investments in 

Greater Paris were up 80% year on year, prompting Paris to become the number 3 top destination in 

the world. Was it a temporary spike or something more lasting? 

 

According to a recent survey with a significant panel of international investors, Paris indeed joined in 

the top 4 alongside New York, Shanghai and London. 

 

What explains the favorable judgment of investors? 

First of all, the exceptional global image of Paris is getting even better, according to the survey. The 

gap with London and New York was halved over the course of a single year, and Paris’ ranking for 

global image improves in all regions of the world, with the sole exception of Europe where it is 

stable. 

Likewise, Paris’ attractiveness ranks neatly up when analyzed by investment criterion. First, the two 

investments criteria that gain the most since last year are infrastructure and human resources, two 

criteria on which Paris is traditional well ranked. Second, Paris’ ranking is up on all criteria. Moreover, 

the global city is now in the top 6 regarding 7 out of 11 criteria: on the one hand infrastructure and 

business real estate, and on the other human resources, education, R&D and the start-up ecosystem, 

plus quality of life. 

The traditional “image gap” of Paris is becoming the “incredibly shrinking image gap of Paris”: Paris is 

no more only the place to go to enjoy a honeymoon, a shopping spree or a fashion show. Its brand as 

a top global business hub is getting stronger by the day. But will it last? 

Most clearly yes, if the 3 to 1 majority of international investors interviewed is to be followed. Only 

Shanghai seems to have a better outlook than Paris. Francfort, the second best in the European 

Union, comes only 5
th

. 



How can this remarkable improvement be explained? Investors seem to have come to take Brexit 

seriously. They now see London as a place that will lose in attractiveness, while the rest of Europe, 

and singularly Paris, will not. Berlin and Francfort also get a positive outlook, albeit to a lesser degree. 

Investors reckon that Paris will also benefit from its leadership in pro-environment policies, from pro-

business reforms and from a rising proficiency in English. 

 

Our Methodology 

The survey is based on 516 phone interviews with top international decision-makers from global 

firms based in 22 countries and representing the main investments sources by regions. The survey 

results are compared with the FDi Markets database of international greenfield investments. 10 

years of results have confirmed that tendencies observed were reliable indicators of future 

investments trends. 

 

______________________________________ 

KPMG France is a leading audit and advisory firm, member of KPMG International, a global network of 
professional firms with a presence in 154 countries across the world. KPMG France employs 9,000 
professionals and serve major international and French companies, SMEs or family groups, and start-ups, 
in all industry areas. 

www.kpmg.fr 

Twitter : @KPMG_France 

Greater Paris Investment Agency is a non-profit organization founded 25 years ago by the Paris 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry to attract new international investors in Greater Paris and to 
bolster its attractiveness. It is comprised of major companies; they guarantee total independence and 
provide support in fulfilling the Association’s main missions. 
As Greater Paris business ambassador, our Agency is a key partner and advisor linking government 
decision-makers and our prestigious business partners’ network. It is a major player in the Greater 
Paris project. 
 

 http://greater-paris-investment-agency.com/ 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/GreaterParis 
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